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TOKYO, Sendai City, Japan:

LONG THE banks of
Arakawa River in
Tokyo, a group of peo-

ple are huddled together as they
listen to Minoru Igarashi’s
instructions on colour coding
for garbage separation and safe-
ty.

The group, employees of a
local company, gathered to
clean up the banks of the river,
assisted by Arakawa Clean-Aid
Forum, a Tokyo-based non-gov-
ernment organisation.

“We are working for a com-
mon cause: to clean the river
bank,” said Natsuyuki Fujimori,
a 20-year-old, who is one of the
five full-time employees of the
NGO.

Fujimori, who chose environ-
mental protection over a corpo-
rate job, said that their team
organised 159 cleaning exercises
in 2015 and collected 5,602
bags of garbage — including
from PET bottles, shoes, cans,
baseball and tennis balls, tyres,
and insulin syringes.

It is a collective and commu-
nity exercise. The NGO, to fund
its operations, organises clean-
ing exercises for companies that
have environment protection as
their corporate social responsi-
bility mandate.

Groups spend a couple of
hours on a weekend afternoon
collecting garbage, filling out a
questionnaire, and getting edu-
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cated on the impact of various
kinds of garbage on the environ-
ment and the food chain.

“Today’s lesson,” Fujimori
said, “is on plastic micro pellets
and the food cycle. The fish eat
these pellets and these are the
same fish we end up eating,
with toxins in their system.”

The group, after the conclu-
sion of the cleaning exercise,
got together and pumped their
fists in unison for a job well
done. It was a community and
collective effort.

Around 300 kilometres, north
of Tokyo, at the Shichigo
Elementary School in Sendai
City, 33 grade two students
jumped and crouched under
their desks in unison as their
teacher, Atsuko Kamata, gave a
command. This is part of their
disaster-preparedness lesson,
and today, they were learning
about what to do in the event of
an earthquake.

“Disaster preparedness is part
of our curriculum and we have
allocated 30 hours in the year
for grade one and two and 35
hours in the year for grade three
and above,” shared Masaki
Nakatsuji, vice-principal of the

Segregated and packed ...

notice the caricature on the bag

.. that’s the mascot of the local government for garbage

bags

Today’s lesson is ...
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Natsuyuki Fujimori gives a presenta-

tion on effects of garbage on the river’s ecosystem.

Grade 4 students of Shichigo Elementary School, Sendai,
attend a disaster preparedness class

school. The school is develop-
ing a national curriculum on
disaster preparedness based on
its first-hand experiences with
the deadly earthquake and
tsunami that left more than
20,000 people dead in Sendai
and surrounding regions.

NOT A CHORE

The grade two students were

divided in groups as they stud-
ied a poster with a photo of their
route, on which they had to give
their input on how they would
react and save themselves if an
earthquake struck. “I will run to
a safe location and hide there,”
said one student. Her classmate
added, “I will run away from
the danger.”

‘Prevention is better than

cure’, an adage that the
Shichigo Elementary School
recognises and follows, the
institution has got the parents
and community involved in the
exercise to maximise the bene-
fits of the programme. From
assisting in teaching students
about safety practices, to clean-
ing the school compound, duty
is pride, not a chore.
In a grade four class, stu-
dents filled out
worksheets on the
importance of pro-
tecting themselves
at all times and
being aware of
their surroundings,
and each had their
recommendations.
“These exercises,”
Nakatsuji said, “are
an integral part of
the school’s curricu-
lum, and especially after the

March 2011 Tsunami, we are
giving more emphasis to disas-
ter preparedness and manage-
ment.”

The tsunami, which unleashed
nature’s fury on the human exis-
tence, was an act of God; but
the laughter of the children at
the elementary school and
youngsters like Fujimori are a
reassurance that God gives us
hope, and the next generation is
ready take care of their planet,
for we have not inherited this
Earth from our ancestors, but
merely borrowed it from our
children.

[ The visit to Japan is part of
‘Pacific Islands and Caribbean
Journalists’ Programme’ organ-
ised by the Tokyo-based
Association for Promotion of
International Cooperation
(APIC), with support from the
Foreign Press Centre, Japan.]

amitabh.sharma@hotmail.com
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"'Cong ratulations
Glo-CAnna Stephenson!

Jo-Jo we are proud of you
in reaching this educational

]

You are a star! ,,ﬁ_

From your proud parents, family and friends.
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Both vulnerable, South deals.
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The bidding:
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1% Pass 14 Pass
INT Pass  3NT All pass

Opening lead: Six of &

North-South did well to avoid the
ill-fated contract of four spades. Nine
tricks in no trump are also far from
certain, but South was off to a good
start when West chose the reasonable
lead of a low heart. Dummy’s jack
won the first trick, as East plaved his
low heart, That low heart play by
East was not an error, but it left West
uncertain as to who held the 10,

That looked like nine tricks in the
bag, but declarer had to dig deep

FOUND A WAY

when East showed out on the first
spade. To make his contract, South
would have to find a way to end-play
West. Declarer reasoned that West
couldn’t have too many minor suit
cards with his known length in the
majors, and he set out to exhaust
them by leading a low club toward
the queen. West won with the ace and
had to decide how to continue. He
couldn’t lead a spade and he was
afraid that declarer might have the 10
of hearts. A heart continuation was
essential, but West didn’t know it. He
tried the king of diamonds insiead,
and continued with his last diamond
to dummy’s ace when South allowed
him to hold the lead.

South now led a spade to his jack
and another spade. West was forced
to split his ten-nine and dummy won
with the queen. A heart to the ace,
followed by the king and another
heart, and declarer had found a way
to end-play West. West could cash
another heart, but had to lead away
from his ten-seven of spades,
allowing South to take the marked
finesse in dummy.

(Bob Jones welcomes readers’
responses sent in care of this
newspaper or to Tribune Content
Agency, LLC., 16650 Westgrove
Dr., Suite 175, Addison, TX 75001
E-mail responses may be sent fo
teaeditors@iribpub.com.)
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The Board of Management, Principal, Faculty,
Staff and Students of the
Brown’s Town Community College
cordially invite you to attend the
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to be held in the College’s Auditorium, Brown's Town, 5t. Ann
on Thursday, November 17, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.

THEME:
Committed to Service: Enhancing Brand BTGC
ruest Spealier: Dr. Donna Hope Cultural Analyst

Cultural and Creative Industries

If you are currently working in the cultural and creative industries
and want to leamn how to create economic value to these industries;
or if you are in the field then this programme is right for you.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

® 5 CXC/CSEC subjects (General Proficency), Grades |-l or equivalent, including
English Language, plus 2 Units of CAPE or its equivalent to enter into the Full

& Senior Lecturer Humanities & Education, UWI, Mona. Time programme.
IR.S. V.2 : The Principal P.0. Box 556 e Applicants who do not meet the CAPE requirements will be considered for Part
Brown's Town, 5t. Ann Time registration.

Tel: 876-293-0531 Email: info@btcc.edu.jm

= An Associate Degree from a recognised institution is also applicable.

® Applications from mature students without these qualifications will be
considered on the basis of merit.

GRADUATING CLANSOF 2016

Rehearsals will be held at the Brown’s Town Campus
on November 14, 15, and 16, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.
daily in the College's Auditorium.
Photographs will be taken on November 16, 2016 from
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

For more information contact:
Faculty of Humanities and Education
The University of the West Indies
Mona, Kingston 7, Jamaica
Tel. (876) 977 - 3659, 970 - 1666
Fax: (876) 977-0622
Email: fhe@uwimona.edu.jm

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE COLLEGE AT:
(876) 975-2339/2457, 917-9432/7119 OR (876) 469-1239




